Arrival Information for Delegates
Getting to the hotel

If arriving at Birmingham International Airport or Birmingham International train station, you can get to the Hilton Metropole in the following ways:

· Free Hotel Shuttle Bus, departs from Birmingham International train station every 30 minutes. 

· In the airport arrivals area follow the signs “Air-Rail link to trains and NEC”.  Then take the monorail train to Birmingham International train station (takes about 1 minute).  The Hilton shuttle bus departs from the bus/taxi area outside the train station.  In the station concourse opposite the ticket area is a Hilton phone to call a shuttle bus.  This is a 24-hour service.

· Walk to the hotel – takes about 15 minutes

· In the airport arrivals area follow the signs “Air-Rail link to trains and NEC”.  Then take the monorail train to Birmingham International train station (takes about 1 minute). Then follow the signs “to hotels” and follow the route through the NEC concourse and then for a few minutes more outside.

· Take a taxi, from outside the airport terminal or outside the train station.  This will take 5-10 minutes and will cost between £5 and £10.
Please note:  There are many train stations in Birmingham.  The name of the train station near the airport, NEC and Hilton Metropole is Birmingham International.

Changing Money
We suggest you change your money into Sterling (British pounds) on arrival at the airport as you will find the best rates here, or in your home countries before you leave.  Please note that Britain is not part of the eurozone and Euros are not accepted.

You can also change money at a public bureau de change or bank but be aware that these will be closed on Monday 27th August.

Cash may also be obtained in ATMs through an appropriate international credit card.
Power Adaptor
We would encourage you to bring a power adaptor suitable for the 3-pin rectangular style of plug in UK. See http://www.kropla.com/electric.htm - type G.

Local Travel

The centre of Birmingham is within easy reach of Birmingham International train station – by train and by bus.  Owing to engineering work on the train line between Birmingham International and Birmingham New Street during the holiday weekend, it will be necessary to use a bus if you want to visit the city centre on 25th, 26th and 27th August.  After this the trains will be operating again.

· To Birmingham city centre by bus

· Use the number 900 bus from Birmingham International, to the Moor Street interchange in the city centre.  Journey time is 25-30 minutes.

· To Birmingham city centre (Birmingham New Street) by train

· Use any train stopping at Birmingham New Street.  Direct trains take about 12 minutes and stopping trains can take up to 30 minutes.  Trains are not running on 25th, 26th and 27th August.

· On 25th, 26th, 27th August a bus replacement service is running between Birmingham International and Birmingham New Street, taking about 30 minutes.

· To Birmingham city centre by taxi

· From the NEC area (including the Hilton) a taxi to the centre of Birmingham will cost about £16.

· Tickets

· Bus tickets can be purchased on the bus by paying the driver.  Train tickets and day passes can be purchased at the kiosks or machines at Birmingham International station

For more information about local travel options see http://www.networkwestmidlands.com/
Information about Birmingham

We have prepared a small guide to some of the attractions in Birmingham.  
For eating out, the best restaurants can be found at Brindley Place and The Mailbox.  This area is in B3 of the city centre map.
